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The QUEER  Word 
Inevitably, whenever I use the word “QUEER” to describe 

myself, someone expresses discontent.  Even my parents wish they 
could have a “normal gay son” rather than the QUEER one I’ve 
become.  “That’s such an insulting word” is usually the jest of their 
admonition.    

As we embark on this new venture called The QUEERY, I’d 
like to offer you a brief history of the QUEER word, as well as other 
perspectives on QUEER. 

Originally a synonym for “odd, perplexing, surprising, 
different, peculiar, out of the ordinary,” QUEER became a derogatory 
expression for gays in the 20th century.   In the 1980s, QUEER 
emerged as a form of identity politics, referring to folks who were 
sexual nonconformists, but not necessarily gay.   QUEER theory, 
which has roots in feminist theory and postmodern philosophy, gained 
recognition as an interdisciplinary approach to studying and critiquing 
gender and sexuality, and more generally, identity.  Today, QUEER is 
often used as an umbrella term to identify a diverse range of folks who 
are progressive sexual and/or gender outlaws.

Here are some definitions of QUEER of which I am particularly fond: 

“Queer is by definition whatever is at odds with the normal, the 
legitimate, the dominant.”  (David Halperin)  

“Queer theory is at heart about politics –things like power and 
identity, language, and difference.” (Riki Wilchins) 

QUEER: bold or daring, brave, original, unrestrained by 
existing ideas or conventions, uninhibited.  (Author unknown) 

Although some within our community long for the days when 
folks identified as either gay or lesbian, our identities are much more 
complex than they are simple.  The next time someone leaves the “Q” 
out of our LGBTQ community, I hope you’ll challenge them.  The
progress of our community depends on the contributions of queer (Q), 
transgender (T), and bisexual (B) individuals, as well as gay (G) men 
and lesbians (L). 

Welcome to The QUEERY!  With your help, we hope to 
become a bold, original voice within our campus community.

By: Rodger D’Andréas
       Director, LGBTQ Pride Center, Associated Students, Inc.

Interested in writing 
for The Queery??
Swing by the ASI LGBTQ 

Pride Center
(Commons 201)

Or
Contact Bryce Manning at 

manni007@csusm.edu for more 
information.



For those that say homosexuality is not a part of 
the fabric of American society, I give you “America the 
Beautiful.”  It is the perfect example of an all-American 
patriotic song.  It is so perfect we sing it sometimes to 
mark our independence because it lacks the violent im-
agery of the “Star-Spangled Ban-
ner.”

Sit down, close your eyes 
and think back to a time when you 
were a kid. Think back to the first 
time you heard this song.  I know 
you can remember back to the day 
you were singing it in elementary 
school.  Think back, think way back into your past.  Was-
n’t that refreshing?  It was for me. 

Did you know that song was written by a lesbian? 
Her name was Katharine Lee Bates. She was an ardent 
feminist and the author of the song "America the 
Beautiful."

Katharine Lee Bates was an English professor at 
Wellesley College who developed a 25 year “romantic 
relationship” with Katharine Coman.  They both had very 
successful careers at Wellesley College.  Katharine Co-
man was the chair of the 

Economics Department and Dean of 
the college while Katharine Lee Bates 
became the chair of the English 
Department. 

We often forget about the 
individuals who have contributed to 
America and we almost certainly 
eradicate any memory of an 

individual who is homosexual.

What other LGBT contributions have been erased from 
history, the fabric of American society?

By: Jay Franklin
LGBTQ Pride Center Outreach Specialist

Harvey Bernard Milk 
was the first openly gay man to be 
elected to public office in the 
United States. His tragic 
assassination in San Francisco's 
City Hall made him the American 
gay liberation movement's most 
visible martyr.

Born in Woodmere, New 
York, Milk’s decision to move to 
San Francisco was motivated in 
part by his desire to "come out" 
and live in society as an openly 

gay man. He also wanted to bring the politics of gay pride to City 
Hall, and began to think about a career in politics almost as soon 
as he arrived in San Francisco.

Milk first ran for the Board of Supervisors in 1973, finish-
ing well out of the race in tenth place, with approximately 17,000 
votes. He finished seventh in a race with six vacant seats in 1975, 
when he received more than 52,000 votes. After an unsuccessful 
bid for the California State Assembly, Milk finally won a seat on 
the Board of Supervisors in 1977.

Milk's tenure in office was tragically short-lived. On 
November 27, 1978, after serving on the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors for only 11 months, Milk and San Francisco Mayor 
George Moscone were assassinated by Dan White, a disgruntled 
former Supervisor who had resigned in opposition to the recent 
passage of Milk's only significant piece of legislation, a landmark 
gay rights ordinance.

White crawled in through a basement window at City Hall 
to avoid the metal detectors; he walked into the Mayor's office and 
shot Moscone at point-blank range; then he reloaded his gun and 
walked down the corridor to kill Milk.

Milk's fate at the hands of an assassin was not entirely 
unexpected, given the violence and homophobia that have charac-
terized American politics. Milk himself was haunted by the possi-
bility of assassination. He tape recorded several versions of his 
political will, which he labeled "to be read in the event of my as-
sassination." One of the tapes included the following statement: "If 
a bullet should enter my brain, let that bullet destroy every closet 
door."

White was sentenced on May 21, 1979 to less than eight 
years in prison. Enraged citizens, sensing a conspiracy, swarmed 
City Hall in what came to be known as the White Night Riots.

In the years since his untimely death, Harvey Milk has 
been transformed into an almost saintly martyr for the gay libera-
tion struggle. As gay writer Andrew Epstein has noted, this trans-
formation has occurred with good reason; Harvey Milk represents 
"our Kennedy, our King, our Malcolm X. Our bullet."

For more information on Harvey 
Milk visit: www.glbtq.com

Historical Spotlight: Harvey Milk

May 22, 1930—Nov. 27, 1978

San Francisco Examiner
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OUT in the Community

Get ready North County. Club Tropics (located 
just off the Nordahl exit) is now hosting “Gay Night” on 
Wednesday evenings. It’s been awhile since North 
County has had the opportunity for a gathering spot. 

October 17th was the grand opening, and a  
handful of CSUSM community showed up to support 
the birth of a movement, the opportunity to socialize in 
North County, without the forty minute drive to 
Hillcrest. One disappointment factor stated by several 
patrons is that the cover charge is a steep $9-10, but the 
$1 margarita specials were well enjoyed. The pool 
tables worked as great ice breakers until the tequila 
kicked in, and then the dance floor had its turn at 
creating some tasty eye candy.

For some, alcohol consumption works as a social 
relaxer. After all, alcohol is a significant part of the 
whole club environment especially mixed with the    
college scene. Simply said, it can be fun to forget about 
the pressures of school and society. With any Pleasures, 

though, come responsibilities, whether 
it’s sexual or substance. I think it’s    
important to remind readers that gay, 
lesbian, bi, trans, queer, and anything in 
between are at particular high risk for 
substance abuse. According to 
www.aidsprevention.org, “Alcohol and drug abuse    
affects an estimated 20-30% of the gay and lesbian 
population – a rate that is two to three times higher than 
the general population.” As educated individuals, we 
have the privilege to avoid that statistic. Enjoy the 
drinks, but take care of yourself. 

Although gay night at Tropics is off to a slow 
start, people in big places took notice. Stay posted for 
information about this new spot that has potential to 
become the next hot spot for North County‘s LGBTQA 
folks.

By: Pamela Castillo

Club Tropics Hosts “Gay Night”

Miz Liberty: Breaking Stereotypes Through Hip-Hop
Stereotypes are made to be broken, especially in the case of Miz Liberty. A white, female, 

Jewish, feminist rapper is changing the image of hip-hop one show at a time.  Society tends to hold 
negative images of what a rapper looks like, but Miz Liberty embodies nothing but positivity and 
enthusiasm towards life.  

Miz Liberty, also known as Stacy Goldstein, started her quest towards self discovery at the 
age of 12, when she started rapping at school functions. Over a decade later, Miz Liberty has 
become a motivational speaker/rapper who uses music as a tool to inspire and encourage our youth 
to create change and think outside of the box. “If I can influence one child to break the molds society 
has set, and show them that it’s okay to be different, then I feel like I made a difference.”  

Breaking stereotypes didn’t come naturally for Stacy, especially when growing up in 
Rancho Santa Fe, California. Both of her parents were teachers who wanted their daughter to be a 
nonconformist and think for herself; however, Stacy grew up in an environment that didn’t embrace 
change and difference. Nevertheless, Stacy didn’t let her neighbors or peers get in her away. With a 

clear vision and hard work, she rose above the cynics and created a full album titled “Liberation”. “Liberation stands for equality, 
justice and freedom, which are all things I believe in and represent. I’m a free thinker who believes that everyone deserves the
right to be happy.”   

Miz Liberty’s favorite song is “First Woman President” because she says it is an empowering song that exposes 
contradictions in our society. “I hope that it would give women hope.  Growing up, I was told I could be anyone I want to be. I 
wanted to be the President.”  As she came to the realization that society has different plans for her as a woman, she began 
expressing her contempt for society’s limitations on women. “Just because what you strive for is not represented in real life, don’t 
be discouraged. You can make your reality. It just takes persistence and believing in yourself,” says Stacy.   

This past month, she performed at The Brass Rail and The Flame in downtown San Diego. Listening to her lyrics, it is 
clear that Miz Liberty’s freestyle beats and girl-power anthems stand against judgment and promote tolerance. To find out more 
about her, listen to her music, and to check out upcoming shows, go to www.myspace.com/MizLiberty.  Once you hear her voice 
combined with her messages, it will be apparent that she is a powerful woman on a mission towards making this world a better 
place. 

By: Lindsay Riedel
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Becoming a Visible Man
By: Jamison Green

Jamison “James” 
Green is a nationally 
respected writer, speaker, 
educator, & advocate for 
transgender and 
transsexual people.  
Green was once “female-
bodied” and lived for many years as a lesbian, 
although uncomfortably.  He has lived as a man 
since his gender transition began in 1988.  
Green was named one of the “Best and 
Brightest Activists” in the LGBTQ movement 
by The Advocate.

His book, Becoming A Visible Man, was 
published in 2004 by Vanderbilt University 
Press. The book details Green’s journey from 
living in a female body to becoming visible as 
the man he has always been. Described as “a 
perfect blend of memoir, transgender history, 
and gender politics,” the book examines 
transsexualism as a human condition, and sex 
reassignment as one of the choices that some 
people feel compelled to make to manage their 
gender variance. Becoming a Visible Man 
reminds us all, transgender or not, of the need to 
live one’s life honestly, openly, and 
passionately. 

Becoming a Visible Man received the 
2004 Sylvia Rivera Award for Best Book in 
Transgender Studies from the Center for 
Lesbian and Gay Studies and was a finalist for a 
Lambda Literary Award.  For more information 
about Jamison Green and this book, visit his 
website at www.jamisongreen.com

By: Rodger D’Andreas

Book of the month Try This!!
Think of a story about you and your 

significant other. Try telling someone that 
story without using pronouns or descriptive 
words that give away the sex/gender of your 
partner. 
      

If it was hard for you, think about 
having to do this every day. The hardest 
thing to realize about concealing a part of 
who you are is that there are LGBTQ people 
all over the world who have to do his.  When 
someone does this they are not only 
concealing a part of who they are, but they 
are also concealing who they love. Next time 
you are talking about the love of your life, 
realize how lucky you are to be able to do 
this. We should all be able to share such an 
important part of who we are.

By: Herminia Ramirez

Thank you to all the 
contributing writers that 

made this first issue 
possible!!!

—Bryce Manning
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