 SAMPLE COURSE SYLLABUS
GEL 110: Quantitative Skills & College Success
(A Summer Academy College Success Course)

'TI.:ls 3 unit course will mieet during & § wesk sutnmer session
Possible schedule: MTWR for 2 hre. 10 min. per day:

WELCOME TO SUMMER ACADEMY! ,

You are about to embark on a § week journey that will introduce you to college life and all that
Cal State San Marcos has to offer. Summer Academy includes claseroom instruction and out-of-
class activities that will help strengthen your basic academie skills and college survival
techniqués. You will also get to know our campus and some of our wonderful staff and faculty.
The catire experience is designed to empower you and to prepare your mind, body and spiri for
your first year of college! As part of your Summer Academy experience you are enrolled in
GEL 110. This course is designed to compliment GEL 010A & B (Quantitative Skills & College
Success Laboratory) and will pay particular attention to the developmient of learning strategies,
~ *study skills, and test taking techniques for college level mathematics, All GEL 110 students will
" develop a highly personalized academic plan for the first year of college. If you ere also enrolled
in GEL 010 A, Summer Academy will provide you with the opportunity to retake the Entry
Level Mathematics Exam. If you are also enrolled in GEL 010 B, you will be better prepared to

choose, and succecd in, the correct B4 (mathematics/quantitative reasoning) course for your
‘major and long-term academic plan. lowér-division E requi

Leuniog,

Catalog Description for GEL 110: Equips students with the basic skills, concepts, and
knowledge necessary to become lifelong leamers. Fundamental college success skills including
study skills, test taking strategics, information literacy, academio and cafeer planning will be
covered with an emphasis on the development of quantitative skills necegsary for successful
completion of the lower-division curriculum in mathematics, Course affered during summer
session for incoming first-year studenis. Prerequisite: Freshman standing or consent of
instructor. Corequisite; GEL 0104 or GEL 010B. Students receiving credit for GEL 110 may
not receive credit for GEL 101 or GEL 120. ' ' ' '

Course Objectives: . : _

1) Development of college success skills in the areas of study skills, time management,
academic planning, career exploration and general lifc goals. _

2) Development of study skills & test taking strategies necessary to master quantitative
material across the areas of our lower-division GE curficnium (Mathematics and Natural
Sciences, Social Sciences). 4 ; _

3) Application of quantitative skills and information to everyday life. Examples include
managing personal finances, interpretation of statistical information presented by the

media, : . :

4) Serve as a support course for GEL 010 A & B. This inctudes tracking progress in GEL
010 A & B, study skills and test preparation strategies, and an introduction to services
available at the Math Lab, www.csusm.edu/math 1ab. Students enrolled in GEL 010 A
will retake the ELM at the end of the Summer. ' :



5) Library instruction to dcvelop fundamental college lovel rcsearch skills, Introduction to
electronic data bases and various scarch techniques used to locate material. Development
of skitls to organize and communicate information.

6) Familiarization with campus policies and graduation re:qmrements Students will be
required to attempt the Computer Competency Requirement cxamination.
7) Introduction to the Cal State San Marcos campus and campus, life and campis resources,

List of potentml assignments l’or grlding purposes
1) Weekly “MAPS Journal” (in response to progress in the mathematics lab, GEL 010 A/B)
2) LASSI-Ieamhg and study skills inventory
3) Written assignments and cxercises from a standard ﬂrav-year cxpenema text (e.g. Robert
Feldman’s “Power Learning.")
4) Annotated Bibliography related to a research assignmcm
5) Resume writing & Academic Plan _

_. BIBLIOGRAPHY OF SAMPLE READINGS
Student Reading: : s

Feldman, R. 8. (2005). Power learning: Strategies for Success in college and life. Ncw York:
McGraw-Hill.

This text also serves as a workbook and covers a variety of topics related to academic
success and personal development. -Of particular interest is Ch. 13, “Moncy Matters.”
This chapter leads students through a series of quantitative exercises to create and
manage a personal budget (including the understanding of credit cards and interest).

Smith, R. A. (2002). Statistical Seduction. In R. A. Smith, Challenging your preconceptions:
Thinking critically about psychology. (pp. 16-26). Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.

Teaches students how to analyze and interpret statistical information encountered in
everyday life situations. Covers the correct analysis and interpretation of means, graphs,
and correlational research, :

Light, R. J. (2001). Making the most of college: Students speak their :mmis Cambridge, MA'

Harvard University Press.
. A ideal text for prompting discussions about motivation for sttending college personal

and long-term goal setting, academic planning and academic success.

Readings intended for lmtrﬁctor professional development:

Masiello, L. (1993). Write at the start: A guide to using writing in freshman seminars.

. (Monograph No. 9). Columbia, SC: University of South Camlma, National Resource
Center for the Freshman Year Experience. _



Upcraft, M. E.; Gatdnet, J. N.; Barefoot, B. O. (2005). Challénging & supporting the first-year
student: A handbook for improving the Jirst year of éollege: San Francisco, CA: Jossey-
. Bass. _ : '

SAMPLE ASSIGNMENT
“Weekly MAFPS Journal”

The purpose.of this is assignment is help you reflect on your progress in the mathematics
laboratory, GEL 010 A/B. At the end of each week (over the weekend), summarize the week:
Some questions that you should try to answer are: '

* How do you feel about your-progress? . _

¢ What was your total time spent working on MAPS? Are you able to spend at least five

* hours working on ALEKS (or on ALEKS worksheets) in addition to the time that you
spend in the MAPS class (i.e., GEL 010)7 If not, what are you going to do to make up
thig time? . '

» What topic took the longest? Whiat was the hardest thing about solving this kind of -
problem (be specific)? What changed, or what did you learn, or what did you realize that
made it possible for you to solve this kind of problem?

» _Can you think of at least one real-world ¢xample where you could usc something you

' learned this week? . ‘

e Write your own word problem that you can solve.

Please word process your weekiy joumnals. You might want to put your summary in the form of
a “Desr Diary” entry or a letter to a friend who is far away and who wants to know how MAPS

is going, :
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