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ANTH 380 General Archaeology
Draft Syllabus

Survey of giobal archaeological sites, archaeological practice, the
history of archaeology, and current issues in archaeology including
intellectual property rights and the relationship between archaeology
and world/regional cultural resources. Course includes examination of
the construction of culture history and the archaeological record,
survey and excavation, dating technologies, and subsistence patterns.
Portions of the class are dedicated to examination of local
archaeological sites or collections, pictographs and petroglyphs, lithi¢
techniques, indigenous land management practices, indigenous
resource management practices, indigenous knowledge of
archaeological sites, ceremonial sites, food gathering and processing
sites, village sites, and contemporary use of culturally significant sites
by local indigenous bands.

Course topics listed below are presented using the anthropological
perspective, which includes holism; evolutionary analysis; cultural
integration (how beliefs, economies, political structures, gender, etc.
are interrelated and influence each other); and employs a cross-
cultural comparison of human phenomena concerned with the
production of material remains and the archaeological record.
Additionally, course topics address the human universals, such as
gender, world view, classification, causation, concepts of space and
time, political organization, social organization, family and religion as
these are revealed in the material remains and archaeological record
of specific civilizations and societies. For example, the presence of
large-scale masonry drainage and water systems in ancient Mexican
archaeological sites reveals a social, political and economic
organization that allowed for engineering specialists as well as
commanded vast amounts of labor.

\

Objectives of the course:

* PBe able to understand, converse about and write about material
culture and how it reveals aspects of the |learned, symbolic,
dynamic, and integrated nature of social systems. Be able to
understand that culture is ideas and that ideas inform behavior.
Therefore, the material remains of a society are organized in
ways that reveal sets of ideas and beliefs. For example, the
complex mummification and entombment practices of the
Egyptians reveals a set of ideas about religion, the afterlife, and
the social order.



+ Define the emic (believer, adherent, member) and etic (outsider,
non-member,) perspectives and know the role of the
archaeologist in bridging the two. Through cross-cultural
examination of material remains and the archaeological record
the course examines the organization of the human-built world
and the sets of that inform it.

« Identify the ethical issues surrounding archaeological
investigation and the relationship between the archaeologist and
the subject of study. Many archaeologists work in culture areas
of the past that have living, contemporary members, The
relationship between the archaeologist and the contemporary
communities influences research design, research process,
research outcome, and research dissemination. Ethical issues
involving archaeological investigation lie in the acknowledgement
and articulation of the nature of the relationship between the
community and the archaeological researcher,

. Archaeology and its histroy

Fundamental Anthropological Concepts

The Interdisciplinarity of Archaeology

Archaeological Techniques and Method

Subsistence Patterns

World Archaeological Sites

Major Archaeological Sites: Africa—5ocial Organization
Major Archaeological Sites: Asia—The Role of Religion

Major Archaeological Sites: Europe--Subsistence and Gender
10. Major Archaeological Sites: the Americas—Culture and Meaning
11. Intellectual Property Rights

12. The Archaeologist and Cultural Resources

13. Cultural Resource Management

14. Local Archaeology

15. Community-Based Archaeology

16. Contemporary Uses of Archaeological Sites
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Assignments:
1. In-Class midterm
2. Research project: explore gender, social organization, the role of
religion, the economy, and/or another aspect of human
existence as it is revealed in an archaeological site,
. Online discussion
. In-class presentation of research
. Take-home final
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