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Syllabus
Immigration and Health
Anthropology 340

Course Description

Migration has become a commeon phenomenon and is an indication of the growing
interdependence of nation-states in an increagingly globalized economy. The health implications
of migration challenge public health systems worldwide, At the same time, providing health care
for immigrants in receiving countries is a politically contentious and urgent issuc. This course
cross culturally cxamines the impact of human migration on the health of migrant communities
in a transnational context. By situating migration and its impact on hcalth within the political
and economic reality of globalization the course will examine health impacts as well as the social
and political context of how immigrants access and utilize health care services. The course will
examine how class, ethnicity and gender condition the health of migrants in several casc studies.
Case studies that will be examined include Mexico to U.S, Migration, Turkish migration to
Germany. Nepali migration to India, Moroccan migration to Spain and finally the experience of
Hmong Refugees in the United States.

Course Objectives:
* understand the impact of immigration on health status

* compare the integration of immigrants into health care systems globally

* engage in critical thinking regarding the relationship between politics, economics,
gender, class and ethnicity on immigrant health

* appreciate the traditional relationship between medicine and religion

* employ the holistic perspective when attempting to understand human phenomena
including health care and medical treaiment

Reguired Reading

Ugalde, Antonio. “Health and Social Services Among International Labor Migranis: A
Comparative Perspective (CMAS Border and Migration Studics Scries. 1998)

J. Gerard Power ct al. “U.8. Mexico Border Health,” Issucs of Regional and Migrant
Populations.” 1998 ‘

Kiy, Richard. Et al, “The Ties that Bind Us: Mexican Migrants in San Diego County.”
Additional articles from Course Reader

Academic Dishonesty
All instances of academic dishonesty such as plagiarism or cheating will be reported to the
LIniversity and disciplinary action will be taken based on the University s policy:

The maintenance of academic integrity and quality education is the responsibility of cach student
within this university and the California State University system, Cheating and plagiarism in
connection with an academic program at a campus is listed in Section 41301, Title 5, California
Code of Regulations, as an offense for which a student may be expelled, suspended, put on
probation, or given a less severe disciplinary sanction,



Students with Disabilities

Students with disabilities who require reasonable accommodations must be approved for services
by providing appropriate and recent documentation to the Olfice of Disabled Student Services
(DSS). This office is located in Craven Hall 4300A, and can be contacted by phone at (760)
750-4905, or TTY (760) 750-4909. Students authorized by DSS to receive reasonable
accommodations should meet with the Department Chair during his or her office hours in order

to ensure confidentiality.

Grading
Each requirement will be graded on a point system, Final grades will be caleulated using a

standard percentage scale.

Points Available Grade Scale
Case Study 100 points A=100-90%
Writing Exercises (4) 100 points B=89-80%
Mid Term 100 points C=79-70%
Final Exam 100 points D=69-60%

F=89% and Below

Writing
The university wide writing requirement will be met through the completion ol a six-cight page
case study addressing immigration and health, Four writing cxercises will also be assigned.



Course Schedule

Date Topie
Week 1 Introduction to Course
Week 2 Anthropology of Immigration
Week 3 Immigration: Global Overview
Week 4 Clinic-Immigrant Interface
Week 5 Economic Impacts of Immigration on Health Care Systems
Week 6 Ethnicity, Class and Immigrant Health
Week 7 Political Issues in Immigrant Health
Week 8
MID TERM EXAM
Weck_JQ Immigrant Communities in the United States
Weelk 10 Mexico-United States Immigration and Health [ssucs
Week 12 U.S. Mexico Border Health
Week 13 Case Study; Turkish Migration to Germany
Week 14 Case Study: Moroccan Migration to Spain
Week 15 Case Study: Nepali Migration to India
Week 16 Case Study; Hmong Refugees in the United States

Finals Week

FINAIL EXAM




