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Department of Human Development
California State University, San Marcos

HD 301: Theories of Human Development CRN #41819

Fall 2006
Instructor: Christina Giglietti, Ph.D. Office: 6238 Craven Hall
Office Hours: M & W 4:00-5:00
*E-mail; cgigliot@csusm.edu or by appointment

CSUSM Library: hitp:/library.csusm.eduw/

Home Phone: 619-578-2335 E-Reserve: htp://library.csusm.edw/finding/reserves/
Password: work
College Librarian: Yvonne Meulernans
ymeulema@csusm.edu (# 760-750-4375)

Class Meeting: M & W, 2:30-3:45 The mailing list web page:
Rm, 101 University Hall htip://eoyote.csusm.edw/mailman/listinfo/hd301

[Objectiveg

. To identify and analyze major theories of human development.

To critically evaluate rescarch in human development

To use theory to guide the development and execution of human service programs and research projects.

To consider the consequences of programs, services, and research efforts that ncglect theory.

To undersiand the interdisciplinary origin of human development theories and recognize the value of this approach.

:..n.b.u.rm.—-

iProfessional Considerations]
Professional behavior is cxpected in this class as each course serves as training for your careets.

1. Take responsility for meeting with me during office hours and via ¢-mail as necessary to monitor your progress
Make-up assignments, make-up quizzes, and extra credit projects are generally not options in this course. Attend class
regularly, plan your time wisely, and turn in all work on the due date. If you are unable to be in elass when a quiz or
assignment is scheduled, you must contact me by phone or e-mail before class,

3. University Honor Code: The honor code will be strictly enforced in this course. All assignments submitted shall be
considered graded work. All aspects of your course work are covered by the honor system. Any suspected violations of
the honor code will be promptly reported. Honesty in your academic work will develop into professional integrity.

Required Texts:

White, J. M., & Kiein, D. M. (2002). Family theories (2™ ed.). Thousand Qaks, CA: Sage.

Required Readings: (All on e-reserve)

Baltes, P. B. {1937). Theoretical propositions of life-span developmental psychology: On the dynamics between growth and
decline, Developmental Psychology, 23, 611-626,

Bronfenbrenner, L. (1989). Ecology of the family as a context for hurnan development: Research perspectives.
Developmental Psychology, 22 (6), 723-742,

Burr, W. R. (1973). Theory construction and the sociology of the family. NY: Wiley. (Chapters 1 and 2).

Charmaz, K. (2003). Objectivist and constructivist methods. In N.K. Denzin & Y.5. Lincoln (Eds.), Strategies of qualitative
inquiry (pp. 249-291). Thousand Qaks, CA: Sage.

Lavee, Y., & Dollahite, I, C. (1991). The linkage between theary and research in family science. Journal of Marriage and
the Family, 53, 361-373,

Lemer, B M. (2002). Concepis and theories of human development (3™ ed.). (pp. 360-408). Erlbaum Associates.
1



Recommended Texts:

American Psychological Association. (2001). Publication manual (5 ed.), Washington, DC: Author.

Bengston, V. L., Acock, A. C., Allen, K. R., Dilworth-Anderson, P., & Klein, D. M. (Eds.). (2004). Sourcebook of family
theory and research. Thousand Qaks, CA: Sage. (Selected Readings, TBA)

Boss, P., Doherty, W, J,, LaRossa, R., Schumm, W., & Steinmetz, §. K, (Eds.). (1993). Sourcebook of family theories and
methods: A contextual approach. New York: Plenum.

Readinps: Complete assigned readings before the class scheduled for discussion of the materials. Be prepared to ask and
answer questions and participate fully in class activities. Some class presentations will follow the readings closely, but most
will present additional material baged on the assumption that you have gained a good background from the text and readings.

Student Evaluation: Evaluation will be in the form of in-class activities, attendance, and participation, course projects and
papers, and presentations. (see class calendar). There will be no final exam for the course; however, if class participation
levels demonstrate the need, in-class pop quizzes may be added at the professor’s discretion.
* I will provide cover sheets, and writing guidelines for assignments. They provide alt the details you need to
complete the assignments successfully. Requirements for each assignment will be reviewed in class before it is due.
If you do not understand the directions or evaluation criteria, please see mc well before the assignment is due, during
regular office hours or by making an appointment for another time. Complaints about poor grades on formal writing
assignments are less valid if you have not sought help in advance of the assignment’s due date.

»  Run the spelling and grammar checks before printing your assignments. Proofread all assignments for quality of
ideas, documentation of references to material from the text and other resources, and quality of writing, Papers
submitted with morc than ten spelling and/or grammatical errors will be returned to you with no grade. You will be
required to meet with someone at the Writing Center to work on the paper and resubmit the paper within one week of
receiving the returned paper. Until you submit the revised paper, your grade for that assignment willbe a 0. Your
grade will be based on the revised paper, but you will not be eligible for full credit due to the required rewrite. You
will automatically lose 1 letter grade on any assignment that must be rewritten.

Keep a copy of all work written outside of class. Save all graded agsipnments until the end of the semester.

Assignment Total Points % Your Scores
1. Class participation, attendance, and 15 15
in-class activitics
2. Analysis and Summary of a 25 25
Theoretical Framework Assignment
3. “Collections and Reflections™ 20 20

Notebook Compilation of § Theoretical
Research Papers

4. Theory Construction Project & Paper 30 30
5. Clags Presentation of Theory Project 10 10
Total Points Possible . 100 100

Pass-fail Requirements: Attend classes and comply with university policy regarding P/F grade. You must complete all
requirements.

Audit Reguirements: Complete readings, attend all classes, and participate in discussions/activities.

Any students with special needs or circumstances are encouraged to meet with me during the first twe weeks of class to
discuss nceded accommodations. Athletes who will miss class meetings for excnsable athletic commitments need to
provide documentation and a schedule to me within the 1* three weeks of class.




* The following assignment/syllabus is tentative and is subject to change at the instructor’s discretion.

Class Projects/Assignments:

1. Class participation, attendance, and in-class activities (15 pts)

Class attendance and participation i mandatory and represents a sizable percentage of your final grade in this course. You are
expected to come to class preparcd to share ideas and discuss reading. We will do a variety of in-class activities, reflections,
and assignments that will count towards your participation grade. Your completion of the assigned readings will be necessary
to successfully complete these assiphments and activities.

2. Analysis and Summary of a Thearetical Framework (25pts)

Choose a human development theory of interest to you. Carefully review and analyze the theoty and provide the
following information in an outline format/table format.

1. Brief introduction to the theorist (professional background)

2. Overview of the theory: Major tenets, agsumptions, propositions, variables, causal/explanatory mechanisms,

range of behavior/topics to which it applies, level of analysis (individual, group societal)

3. Explicit or implicit definitions of development; definition and identification of stability and change; sources
of development and change (nature vs. nurture, continuity vs. discontinuity, quantitative vs. qualitative
change).

Ermpirical tests of the theory; empirical applications in human development

Critiques of the theory (published and your own; provide rationale for your own critiques)
Applied implications for enhancement of development (i.c., intervention programs)
Bibliography of key references

a. Primary sources

b. Human development applications (research and practice in your area of interest)
*A sample of this project will be on display on ¢-res for you to use as a guide.

Pl

3. Notebook Compilation of “Collections and Reflections” Theoretical Research Papers:
Include 5 total articles and 5, 1-2 page reflections (20pts)

Select a research paper from a peer-reviewed journal that applies a theory (from the group of frameworks discussed in
that week's chapter reading) to a research question or human service programy/social problem. Please feel free to be
creative in terms of how you choose these articles; you can choose papers that all relate to a specific population,
research questions/topic, or type of human service program.
1. Prnta copy of each article
2. 1-2 paragraphs: abstract (summary of research questions and methods, findings and conclusions, and
implications for practice)
3. Decipher the specific elements of theory within the articles (concepts, definitions, propogitions, linkages,
hypotheses) and critique the extent to which they are developed (you can present as a table)
4, Compare the theory within each article against David Klein's criteria for evaluating theories

4, Theory Construction Exercise (30pts)

1. Conceptualize the research problem or the social problenmyprogram (1-2 pages)

2. Create propositions and derive hypotheses

3. Develop a model or build on a current model (Provide a graphic of some type)

4. Operationalize the model (select variables and how you will measure thern)
*A sample paper/project of this type will be available on e-res for you to usc as a guide.

5. Class Presentation of Theory Project (10pts)

Students will give a S-minute oral presentation to the class about the project undertaken in the theory construction
exercise. Students are expected to describe the research problem or social problem, create propositions and derive
hypotheses, bring a copy of their developed model to share with the class, and discuss the variables that would be used
10 measure the phenomena described.



Course Calendar

Wk | Week Topic Reading Asgignment Due

1 M: 8/28 | Introduction to class, professor Syllabus Bring syllabus to class
and colleagues:
Theoretical Impressions

1 W: 8/30 | Theoretical components and White & Klein, Preface to the first Identify the key terms in the
characterization & edition chapter and type up a
Discipline of Human definition list.

Development

2 M: 94 Labor Day Holiday No Class Enjoy the break!

2 W: 9/6 What is a Theory? White & Klein, Ch. ] Continue to refine definition
Last day to drop/add and List of terms to define (e-res) list and add any new terms
change to Pass/Fail or Full- from chapter and e-res list to
part time submit,

3 M: 9/11 | The Link between Theory and -Lavee & Dollahite, 199] -Be prepared to discuss the
Research: Family Theory (PDF: download readings from e-res) connection between theory
Construction -David Klein’s Criteria for Evaluating | and scientific progress

Theories (download criteria from e-res) | -Discuss the process of
theory development, testing,
and revision.

-Bring printed copy of
Klein’s Criteria to class
3 W:9/13 | Class will meet in the library to | Class will meet in Library 3400 -Print list of HD theories for
learn about clectronic databases, | Start on Burr chapters 1 & 2 asgignment 2
identifying research articles, and -MNarrow it down to 2-3 HD
other available research theories that you may want to
matetials use for Assignment 2
4 M: 9/18 | -The nature of deductive theory | Burr 1973 chapters 1 & 2 Bring a list of notes about
-Assessing the validity of (PDF; download readings from e-res) | deductive theories in
deductive theories preparation for the
assignment due on 9/20
4 W:9/20 | -Grounded theory and Inductive | -Charmaz 2003, Objectivist and -Submit a ! page comparison
theorizing constructivist methods; Gounded paper about the differences
Theory between inductive and
{PDF: download readings from e-reg) deductive approaches to
theorizing
-Submit the theory you will
usc to complete assignment

#2 and a bibliography (7-10
sources) you will use 1o
complete the assignment

5 M: 9/25 | Stage Theories of Human Lemer, 2002 -Outline the chapter;
Development Concepts and Theoties of HD: Stage -What are the common
Theorics of Hurnan Development pgs. themes?
360-408 (PDF from e-res} -What arc the major
differences?
5 W: 9/27 Erik Erikson's Stage Theory Watch in-class film about Erikson's -Submit summary/outline of
research and theory building the in-clags film

-Submit a research problem,
social problem, or social

program that will be used to
develop Assignment #4
6 M: 10/2 The Social Exchange and Choice | White & Klein, Ch. 2 Come prepared to discuss the
Framework readi
6 W 10/4 Application of Social Exchange | Research article of your choosing that 1** Research Notebook
and Choice Frameworks in utilizes a social exchange and choice submission about article (#3)

research and practice framework

4



Wk | Week Topic Reading Assignment Due
7 M 10/ Symbolic Interaction Framework | White & Klein, Ch.3 Come prepared to discuss the
reading
7 W: 10/11 | Application of Symbolic Research article of your choosing that | 2™ Research Notebook
Interaction Framework utilizes a symbolic interaction submission about article (#3)
framework
8 M: 10/16 | Life Span and Life Course White & Klein, Ch4 Assignment #2 Due
Development Framework Analygis and Summary of a
theoretical framework
8 W: 10/18 | Life Span and Life Course Baltes, 1987 Come prepared to discuss the
Development Frameworks reading
applied
9 M: 10/23 | The Systems Framework White & Klein, Ch.5 Submit propositions and
h%puﬁ'lcscs for assipnment #4
9 W: 10/25 | The Systems Framework applied | Research article of your choosing that | 3" Research Notebook
utilizes a systems framework submuission about article (#3)
10 | M: 10/30 | The Conflict Framework White & Klein, Ch.6 Come prepared to discuss the
reading
10 | W: 11/1 | The Conflict Framework applied | Research article of your choosing that | 4™ Rescarch Notebook
utilizes a conflict framework submizgion about article (#3)
11 | M:11/6 | The Feminist Framework White & Klein, Ch.7 Submit the model (Diagram)
for Assignment #4
11 [ W:11/§ | The Feminist Framework Research article of your choosing that 5 Research Notebook
applied utilizes a feminist framework subrnigsion about article (#3)
11/10/06: Veteran's Day Holiday; Carnpus Closed
12 | M: 11/13 | The Ecological Framework White & Klein, Ch.8 Submit operationalization of
the model for Assignment #4
12 | W:11/15 | The Ecological Framework Bronfenbrenner, 1986 Come prepared to discuss the
applied reading
13 | M: 11720 | Class will not meet today; work on your presentations and theory construction papet/project. I will be in
my office during the ¢lass period and during office hours to meet with students to discuss any
.| questions/concerns and provide feedback as needed.
13 | W: 11/22 | Student Presentations #5 Students present Evaluaie colleagues’
: presentations
14 | M: 11/27 | Student Presentations #5 Students present Evaluate colleagues’
presentations
14 | W:11/29. | Student Fresentations #5 Students present Evaluate colleagues’
- prezentations
15 | M:12/4 Srudent Presentations #3 Students present Evaluate colleagues’
presentations
15 | W:12/6 | Last Day of Class In-class writing activity Final Paper:
Synthesis of class curriculum Class evaluations Theory Construction
Exercise Due

*Readings may be changed or added during the course of the semester.




